
Arcuri Honored as Guardian of Small Business

September 24, 2010

  

One of Only Two New York Democrats to Receive the Award from the National Federation of
Independent Businesses

  

  

Earlier This Year, Named Most Moderate, Centrist Member of Congress by National Journal

  

  

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), the
nation's largest small-business group, named U.S. Rep. Michael A. Arcuri (NY-24) a Guardian
of Small Business for his outstanding voting record on behalf of Upstate New York's
small-business owners in the 111 th Congress.

  

"The role of Government isn't to create jobs, but to create an economic climate where business
and industry can grow and, in turn, create jobs," said Arcuri.   "Small businesses are the
backbone of our economy and we need to do everything possible to ensure their
success-whether it's securing funding to build roads and sewers, doing expensive research and
development, providing small-business lending, or passing tax cuts.  I am honored to have
received the Guardian of Small Business Award, and to continue fighting on behalf of
small-business owners across Upstate New York."
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Arcuri Honored as Guardian of Small Business

      U.S. Rep. Michael A. Arcuri (NY-24) is presented with the Guardian of Small Business Award by NFIB President Dan Danner at a ceremony in Washington, DC.         "In the 111th Congress, Representative Arcuri proved that he is a champion of smallbusiness,"  said NFIB President Dan Danner.  "The Guardian of SmallBusiness Award is a token of the deep appreciation that small business owners have for electedofficials who promote and protect their right to own, operate and grow their business.  The Guardian of Small Business Award is NFIB's most prestigious award for legislators and isreserved for those lawmakers who maintain an outstanding pro-small-business voting record.NFIB's voting record tallies seven key small-business votes in the U.S. House ofRepresentatives taken during the 2009 and 2010 sessions. Issues range from tax relief, toaffordable health care, to liability reform, to regulatory reform.  In all, NFIB bestowed Guardian awards to 204 representatives who voted favorably on keysmall business issues during the 111th Congress at least 70 percent of the time.  Arcuri wasone of only two Democrats and four representatives total from the New York Delegation toreceive the award.  The NFIB Key Votes are chosen from the issues NFIB members identify intheir member ballot responses and included the Credit Cardholders' Bill of Rights, SmallBusiness Tax Relief, and health care reform legislation.  This Congress alone, Arcuri has supported  sixteen separate small business tax cuts  that havebeen signed into law, including:        -   A New Small Business Health Care Tax Credit;      -   A New Tax Credit for Hiring Unemployed Workers;      -   Bonus Depreciation Tax Incentives to Support New Investment;      -   75% Exclusion of Small Business Capital Gains;      -   Expansion of Limits on Small Business Expensing;      -   Five-Year Carryback of Net Operating Losses;      -   Reduction of the Built-In Gains Holding Period for Small Businesses from 10 to 7 Years toAllow Small Business Greater Flexibility in Their Investments; and,       -   Temporary Small Business Estimated Tax Payment Relief to Allow Small Businesses toKeep Needed Cash on Hand.     Earlier this year, Arcuri was named by the National Journal, a leading congressional newsmagazine, as being the most moderate, centrist member of the U.S. House of Representatives. For 2009, National Journal rated Arcuri as having 50.2% liberal and 49.8% conservative voteratings.  This year, Arcuri was highlighted as being at the exact center of Congress along withfellow New York Rep. Michael McMahon (NY-13) who had the same voting percentages.  Voteratings were determined by National Journal editors selecting 97 key-votes relating toeconomic, social and foreign policy matters.  The complete 2009 vote rating can be viewed by visiting the National Journal's website: www.nationaljournal.com/2009voteratings/.  ###  
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